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Searching and Confiscation Policy 
 
St John’s College School fully recognises the responsibility it has under section 157 of the Education Act 2002 
to have arrangements in place to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.  
 
This policy is a whole school policy and applies to all pupils including those in the EYFS and boarders. Care 
and consideration will be given to the age of the child when following the guidance in this policy.  
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that serious harm will be caused to a person if they do not conduct the search immediately and where 
it is not reasonably practicable to summon another member of staff.  

 
Establishing grounds for a search  

• Teachers can only undertake a search without consent if they have reasonable grounds for suspecting 
that a pupil may have in his or her possession a prohibited item. The teacher must decide in each 
particular case what constitutes reasonable grounds for suspicion. For example, they may have heard 
other pupils talking about the item or they might notice a pupil behaving in a way that causes them to 
be suspicious.  

• In the exceptional circumstances when it is necessary to conduct a search of a pupil of the opposite 
sex or in the absence of a witness, the member of staff conducting the search should bear in mind that 
a pupil’s expectation of privacy increases as they get older.  

• The powers allow school staff to search regardless of whether the pupil is found after the search to 
have that item. This includes circumstances where staff suspect a pupil of having items such as illegal 
drugs or stolen property that are later found not to be illegal or stolen. 

• School staff can view CCTV footage in order to make a decision as to whether to conduct a search for 
an item.  

• Searches without consent can only be carried out on the school premises or, if elsewhere, where the 
member of staff has lawful control or charge of the pupil, for example on school trips in England or in 
training settings.  

 
Confiscation  

• 
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